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This year’s premier adventure racing, the Carrera Habagat, which takes center stage in No-
vember, aims to produce more noted climbers Leo Oracions, Pastor Erematas, Carina Dayondons
and Jane Belarminos.

Oracion and Ermata climbed to fame following their impressive exploits in conquering Mt. Ever-
est, the world’s renowned peak. Oracion was the first Filipino to reach Everest’s peak, while Dayon-
don and Belarminos were the first from Southeast Asia to conquer the peak.

“These Mt. Everest summiteers started pushing their limits in adventure races. It is safe to say
that they had their early beginnings with Carrera Habagat,” said Habagat proprietor Randy Su.

Adventure seekers

Su added that habagat prides itself of producing these top-caliber adventure seekers, would go
out and prove to the world what they can do and in the process, inspire others.

“We want to produce more of these inspiring athleters,” said Su.

The Carrera Habagat, which is on its seventh year, boasts of being the race that trains adven-
ture racers who make it big abroad, like Team Santorini, the 2001 Carrera Habagat winer who figured
dominantly in the 2001 Eco- Challenge in New Zealand.

“International exposure of Carrera veterans reinforces the fact that it is the toughest race in the
Philippines today” he added

Meanwhile, this year, for the race’s seventh edition, it breaks away from the usual escapades in
uncharted outbacks in the Visayas and Mindanao and will be held in Santo Domingo, Albay.

Su added that they want to bring the race closer to Luzon teams.

Expensive

“We noticed that very few racers from Luzon participate because they would have to spend
more because of the distance they have to travel,” Su said.

Sto. Domingo Mayor Celso De los Angeles warmly welcomed Carrera, which he considers
“as the Ultimate Philippine Adventure race which is a gathering of the outdoor enthusiasts, the fresh
breeds of backpackers and hardcore mountaineers.”

Last year’s race was held at the Bucas Grande, Siargao Islands, dubbed the Siargao-Bucas
Grande Traverse, which was dominated by Team Davao Eagles headed by Kith Argones.

Two Cebuano teams managed to land at second and third spots respectively- team Kalit Pepsi
headed by Rico Valentine with team members Rodulfo Verdida, Nogie Biagan, Hazel Madamba and
Kalit-Plantation Bay resort Headed by Rameses N. Urgel with team members Ronie Muring, RJ Bal-
buena, Grace Bascon.

This year, Habagat expects a maximum of 25 teams to participate for the grueling
four-day race, although everyone still needs to go through a series of screenings.MCB
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