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Gabutero, Davao paddlers shine in ’08 National Championships

By Jon Develos: Mindanao Times Sports, Page 40 Thursday. June 05, 2008

Team Davao City bannered by seasoned paddler Arnel Gabutero reaped most category titles in the recent first
National Kayaking Festival held at the South Road Properties in Cebu City.

Gabutero who just finished his solo Kayak Expedition from New Argao Malita to Punta Dumalag, Davao last
month, wound-up first place in the Bracket sprint 300-meter men’s singles category on top of team mate Paolo Ouano
and Bohol City’s Buzzy Budlong who wound up second and third places, in that order.

Gabutero then continued his winning ways in the three-kilometer Marathon Touring Singles category clocking 18
minutes and 13 seconds while Ouano and Charlito Esparar, both teammates followed closely second and third.

Not much to his content, Gabutero then paired with Ouano took the men’s-tandem for both 300 meters and
three kilometer marathon titles besting the tandem of Alan Salazar of Mati, Davao Oriental and JR Gonzaga along with
Esperar and Long David.

The First National Kayaking Festival which was organized by the Cebu Kayaking Club awarded the winners with

their respective prizes after the competition. “ We would like to also thank Habagat Outdoors Shop Cebu for backing our
stint in the competition,” Gabutero said.
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